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Stakeholders impressed by
= GM cotton research
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Stakeholders observe GM cotton at the CFT site in Mubuku prison farm, Kasese. Foreground L-R : P, DAO Kasese, Tnal Manager,

Wl

Chairperson Nyakatonzi Cooperative Union.

modified with a gene to protect it against bollworms
and also given immunity from effects of herbicides,
when sprayed to kill weeds. The visitors were amazed
by the anti-weed chemicals or herbicides—which had
a little earlier before this visit, been sprayed against
the weeds growing among cotton plants, and only
the weeds were killed by the herbicides that did not
affect the cotton because of the herbicide tolerance
gene incorporated in some of the cotton varieties
being tested.
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Peter Wamboga-Mugirya, Scifode

ERERE—Farmers, politicians, ginners, civil
Ssociety activists, local administrators and
journalists alike, could not believe their eyes
recently when they touched a genetically-modified
(GM) cotton plant. This, they said, is contrary to
what they had heard before, that GM plants are
harmful to human beings plus the environment.
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They were also impressed to see birds, bees,
butterflies, moths, flies and other insects freely
visit the cotton plants to nibble at nectar from the
plants’ yellowish and purple flowers, and fly away
safely. The group was also utterly surprised with the

The visiting team
to the CFT site on
8th of October
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Uganda making Africa-Wide
strides in GM biotech

research ; ;
communication

Genetic engineering (GE) technologies have come with

=B
significant legislation and guidelines to promote benefit Strategy ln the

while ensuring safe use. Many countries subsequently
developed stringent guidelines for research and use of offin

products developed through GE. Transgenic crops have g
been tested and commercialized in over twenty countries

but only South Africa, Egypt and Burkina Faso have AR Mok apdings

reached this stage in Africa. One prerequisite for eventual ith support from the Bill and Melinda
commercialization of GM crops is conducting field research Gates Foundation, an Africa-wide
and this has initially to be done in Confined Field Trials

communication strategy for biotechnology and
biosafety is to be developed. This was resolved
by the members of the Core Planning Committee

(CFTs).

Uganda has now built sufficient human and infrastructural
capacity to successfully conduct GE research. Scientists ~ of an upcoming project on Biotechnology
in the country have already transformed some materials Risk Communication and Qutreach in Africa
and further research in under field trials and containment that convened on 20th November 2009 at
in screen houses. The first GM trial, Black Sigatoka Centurion Lake Hotel, Pretoria, South Africa.
resistant banana, was established in November 2007 and
is still running. This gave impetus to further research in o) [ : ; :
other crops and to date, th other CFTs are underway: > tsiegerth, plitilic endlpall oy ek e ATGy
GM cotton at Serere and Mubuku; and GM cassava at O the potential of biotechnology to improve
Namulonge. Another CFT is in the offing for transgenic  Productivity, Africa has been sluggish on
maize developed for drought tolerance; a mock CFT has adoption of these technologies mainly due
already been established at Mubuku Irrigation Scheme in to slow development of biosafety regulatory

They said, irrespective of several efforts to

Kasese. frameworks in most countries.

These developments indicate that Uganda is making strides : : a0
: . . . . The project is spearheaded by AfricaBio, a
into harnessing available technologies for the benefit of : _ :

small scale farmers. PBS congratulates all contributing ~ South African based NGO in collaboration
scientists and regulators for these achievements and is  With other organizations that include African
proud to have been a partner. The regulatory agencies and Biotechnology Stakeholders Forum (ABSF),
agricultural research institutions have done extremely well AfricaHarvest Biotech Foundation (AHarvest),
to ensure the successful establishmentand running of CFTs  |hternational  Service for Acquisiion of

in accordance with guidelines prescribed by UNCST. Agribiotech Applications (ISAAA), all based

in Nairobi Kenya and Biotechnology-Ecology

However, CFT stage is one of many stages in the GE
Research and Outreach Consortium (BioEROC)

technology development process. Further trials at various
locations and incorporation of traits in desired cultivarsare ~ based in Malawi. According to Prof. Joselyn
still needed. Farmers’ and other end-users participation in Webster, the Executive Director of AfricaBio,
the research will be necessary prior to commercialization the project is intended to create a better
of GE plants. Current legislation allows for CFTs but thereis  ,nderstandingamong policymakers, regulators,
need for government to provide guidelines for open multi-
location and commercialization of selected, desirable GM
products. The outcry for this law has been loud and clear
from many fora. m

and the public on the benefits and any
potential risks associated with GM crops, and
the end purpose of biosafety assessments, so
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